
   

 

River Clean Up Thanks 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On a perfect spring Saturday morning 40 neighbors, friends, relatives, and stu-

dents met to spend some time in the woods down by the river on the north edge of 

our neighborhood. We removed an enormous pile of trash in four hours and 

cleared honeysuckle vine from hundreds of feet of trail.  

May 2016 
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Board Contacts 
Aaron Paden, President 
     ···················· aaronpaden@gmail.com 
           785-840-6400, call or text 
Phil Collison, Vice President 
     ···························· phil@collison.com 
Pam Blackburn, Secretary 
     ·············· pamblackburn55@gmail.com 
Katherine Harris (KH), Treasurer 
     ······················ harriskmtc@gmail.com 
jacki becker ····· jackioh@uptoeleven.com 
Josh Davis (Penn St) 
     ······················· cjwadavis@gmail.com 
Joshua Davis (NY St) 
     ·························· jd12345@gmail.com 
Eric Jay ············ eric@structrestruct.com 
Christine Kosirog··· ckosirog@yahoo.com 
Dave Loewenstein 
     ················ dloewenstein@hotmail.com 
Matt Pryor ········ matthewpryor@mac.com 
John Sebelius ·· johnsebelius@gmail.com 
Cindy Suenram ··· csuen3@sunflower.com 
KT Walsh ···················· 732 Rhode Island 

Brenda Nunez ··········LAN Representative 

ELNA Contacts 

Lane Eisenbart, Coordinator 
  eastlawrence@yahoo.com ··· 785-330-3552 
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ELNA 
General Meeting 

MONDAY, MAY 2nd, 7-9pm 

New York Elementary 
9th & New York 

 Agenda items include: 

 Community needs 
  assessment from LPL 

 Food Truck Festival Update 

New Summer Meeting 

Space Location! 

ELNA's summer meetings will take 

place at the 

Lawrence Creates Makerspace 

at 512 E 9th. 

Monday June 6th 

Rae Johnson 

Karen Seibel 

Jacki Becker 

Uma Outka 

Christine Brandt 

Gary Brown 

Hillary  

Marshall Maude 

Malcom Maude 

Cindy Trask 

Emily Myers 

Blue O’Leary 

Mike Myers 

Christine Kosirog 

Matt Pryor 

KT Walsh 

Connie Fitzpatrick  

Judy Romero 

LisaMarie Benke 

Community Village 

 Lawrence  

Boy Scouts of St Luke 

League of Women Voters 

Mick Palmer 

John Thompson 

Alonzo Beadshear 

Ardys Ramberg 

Tom Krause  

Arminda Guerrero 

Joe Bickford and 

 Jane Live 

Phil Collison 

Lily Pryor 

N’Umbs Up 

New York Elementary  

Nancy DeGarmo and 

 Emily Pearson 

Ryan the NYE Night  

 Custodian 

Papa Kenos Pizza 

Josh Davis 

Barb Michener and  

 Tom Peters 

Pam Blackburn 

Don Kantorv 

 

Yart Sale 2016 Thanks 

Tony Peterson  

Deborah Newman 

Derald Carson 

Nancy and Carol 

 Schwarting  

New York PTA  

Cari Davis 

L Marie Avila  

Staci Ahlvers 

Chelsey and  

 Adina Scanland  

Joe Bickford 

marci francisco 

Jean Burgess and 

 Eric Farnsworth  

Brenda Nunez  

Tamara Cash  

Daneka Vann 

Drew James 

Teresa Dixon, 

 Jerry and River 

Frank Janzen 

Mike Rundle 

continued on page 7 
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Katie Conrad -- Joe was my first Lawrence 

neighbor in the late 90s, back when he 

lived in Pinckney where Mike West's stu-

dio is now and I lived in the house up front. 

He came up to my front door once, and as 

we chatted about something or other, I saw 

that his hand was bleeding from a huge 

gash. The blood was a shock to see; he had 

seemed unbreakable. I clucked over him a 

little, told him he needed to go clean it up. I realized then how 

vulnerable he was, despite his (in)famous orneriness. Once he 

was in Love Garden and shouted, to no one in particular, "I'm 

not made of iron. I'm not made of steel." I made a woodcut of it. 

I still find that a moving statement. He wasn't made of iron or 

steel. Didn't we all sort of 

assume he was? Didn't we all 

expect him to outlive us? But 

we aren't iron or steel, none 

of us. RIP Joe. 

Joe.  Joe Dotson.  Caveman Joe.  BMX Joe.  Joe the Mumbler.  Joe. 
Joe passed away on Thursday March 31st in a tragic house 

fire at his home in the 900 block of Pennsylvania. A memo-

rial for him was held at South Park on April 17th. 

To many of us, Joe was just a guy you saw. Lots of folks 

have stories of odd encounters with Joe, and the wild things 

he said. He was a character, a part of the scenery, a thing 

that we all knew. But maybe not so many of us knew him 

well. 

Did you know that Joe had two brothers and a sister? That 

he moved around a lot as a kid. That he was an avid fisher-

man from a very young age, and he had just bought a new 

rod shortly before his death. He caught catfish from the 

Kaw “as big as you” some said. Joe must have been un-

commonly fond of corndogs and hotdogs, judging by the 

quantity of them littering his yard in the days after his 

death. Joe was a constant source of comedic material for his 

brother, Bob. He and his brother Dan nearly came to blows 

over math homework when Joe was a kid. He was a sweet 

kid, said Dan, and never got in trouble. Living with him 

was “just ok” said Bob. “Just being honest.” His friend 

Kathy will always remember him fondly as one of her first 

friends in Lawrence. “He was decent, honorable, caring, 

and conscientious.” He had a good memory and always 

paid back loans. 

However irascible, Joe was a person. Joe was our person. 

Joe was a marker of time, of seasons. Joe’s out on his 

bike! The roads must not be too bad. I just saw about 

nine cats falling off the roof at Joe’s house. Must be 

springtime! Joe was one of those things that make us a 

community. We all knew Joe, even if we didn’t know 

Joe, and that was a thing we shared.  

Joe will be missed, in whatever way we each will miss 

him. We, as a community, are lacking a piece without 

Joe. Something just isn’t right with him gone. 

Goodbye, Joe. We are sorry for the terrible way you had 

to slough off your mortal coil. We are sorry for your suf-

fering. We wish you well in your next adventure. May 

your afterlife be filled, Joe, with all the 80’s wraparound 

shades you’ll ever need. May your bike tires never go 

flat, your chain greased, and your ride be smooth. May 

you find many strangers to mumble and yell and curse at 

to your heart’s content. May all your cats always be fer-

tile and well fed. 

Here, kitty, kitty, kitty. 

Dave Loewenstein -- A 

2004 piece about one of 

my first memories of Joe, 

circa 1992 

Diane Werner, 

Joes’ brothers 

and sister at the 

memorial 

Diane Werner,  

Joe’s family 

Brian Shay – Nobody could ride a bicycle slower than Joe. 

3 Joes by 

John 

Clayton 
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New York Movie Night! 
Friday May 13th 

7pm, band and teacher fundraiser 

~8:30, sunset, movie showing 

We’ll set up on the North playground of New York 

School. Starting off at 7, we’ll have a band and concessions 

for sale provided by the New York teachers. This is a fund-

raiser for special teacher training and materials for school 

wide Ci3T improvements next  year. For more information 

about that, you may contact 

Nancy Ornburn nornburn@usd497.org . 

Around sunset, approximately 8:30pm, we’ll start the 

movie. Due to copyright limitations, we’re not allowed to 

tell you what the movie is! But, here’s a hint: it’s a 1999 

movie about something metal and really big. ;)  

The movie is a free, all community event, and everyone is 

invited. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Bring 

your own comfortable seating.  
Summer Classes at the Lawrence 

Arts Center 
Summer Enrollment is going on now! With classes for all 

ages, interests, and skill-levels, we’re excited to welcome 

you and your family to a summer jam-packed with crea-

tivity and imagination. There are STEAM-themed camps 

and Summer Youth Theatre courses for the kids, and ev-

erything from printmaking and jewelry making to ceram-

ics and mixed media classes for adults. A robust financial 

aid program promises access for all, regardless of income 

level. Check out our summer course offerings and enroll 

now:https://ada.lawrenceartscenter.org/browseclasses. Or, 

call us at 785.843.2787. We look forward to making the 

enrollment process quick and hassle-free! 

Summer of Service 

with the Sunrise Project 

Youth ages 12-18 are invited to join us for a summer of 

learning, service and advocacy! Projects Sign up to make 

a difference, learn, and have fun volunteering in the 

months of June and July with projects that focus on 

LGBTQ+ issues, hunger, art with preschoolers, shelter 

animals, farm to school, cooking, nature, and more! 

Enrollment for Summer of Service is Open! Enrollment 

will remain open until all positions are filled, and once 

filled, names can be added to the waitlist to gauge interest 

in future projects.   

Sign up at www.sunriseprojectks.org Questions? E-mail 

Melissa, Director of Programs: 

programs@sunriseprojectks.org 

Joe Dotson had lived cross the alley from me for a number of 

years. I would often encounter him as we both rode our bikes 

along 9th St. He probably found frustrating his difficulties com-

municating with others. He was one of the people that made our 

neighborhood what it is. He was one of us, and will be conspicu-

ous in his absence.  – Don Kantorv 

From neighbor Cindy Trask – The East Side will never be the 

same. Oh how much we will miss him. 

From neighbor Cynthia Davis -- I remember one time at Dirty 

Dillon's, some dried-up old prune was giving Joe the stink-

eye. Remember when we were little, our parents let us eat 

whatever, we just had to hand the empty wrapper to the cash-

ier to pay for it as we left? Well, Joe still did things like back 

in the good ol' days. He began eating his donut right there 

when he took it out of the case. As he walked past the nosy old 

judgmental woman, he told her, "I'm gonna pay for it!" I 

thought that was great! 

Diane Werner telling stories about Joe at the memorial 

From the memorial: Joe and his brothers, Bob and Dan 

mailto:nornburn@usd497.org
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Photos by Blue O’Leary 
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YART Sale 2016 
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Free State Festival 2016 
June 20th through 25th 

The Lawrence Arts Center’s Free State Festival is a week

-long celebration of film, music, art, and ideas. Started as 

a small independent film festival in 2011, the Free State 

Festival has become an interdisciplinary festival featuring 

a slate of more than 10 feature films, 40 short films, out-

door concerts, stage performances, digital media installa-

tions, and panel discussions. The 2016 Free State Festival 

will feature a free outdoor concert by hip-hop group Pub-

lic Enemy, led by artists Chuck D and Flavor Flav. More 

notable persons of the 2016 Free State Festival include 

comedian and television star Maria Bamford, Radiolab 

founder and co-host Jad Abumrad, and artist and activist 

Aurora Robson. 

A full schedule, tickets, and maps will be available in 

May at www.freestatefestival.org. 

How Can I Keep From Singing 
Hello Neighbors, I am happy to announce that the East 

Lawrence Center now has a piano! I am extremely grate-

ful for this wonderful gift from our friend Melissa Warren 

and can’t wait to see what kind of great uses the commu-

nity will have for it. The piano will be available for drop 

in use or can be used privately by reserving the Meeting 

room. The keys will be kept covered to protect the piano 

but generally won’t be locked. Bring down your church 

choir, relive your Glee Club days with friends, or practice 

some scales (amount of scales practiced in a row might 

need to be limited eventually). Please feel free to con-

tact us at the ELC if you have questions about the piano or 

any other programs offered through Parks and Rec. Fi-

nally, with a piano here, I’m going to be expecting some 

carolers this year; so find some friends, start practicing 

and I’ll see you in December. And hey, if you need space 

to practice I might know someone who can help.   

Food Truck 

Festival 

The 3rd Annual Kansas Food 

Truck Festival to benefit Just 

Food will take place Saturday 

May 7th from 4-10pm in and 

around the 800 block of 

Pennsylvania St. Tickets to 

enter are $10, free for kids 12 

and under, and can be pur-

chased at the the Cider Gal-

lery, Just Food, Granada 

Theater, both Lawrence Hy-

vee locations, and Merchants 

Pub & Plate. Only 4,000 tick-

ets will be sold, so get yours 

fast! 

In addition to 26 food trucks 

from near and far with a vari-

ety of fare, the festival will 

feature live music, perform-

ance art, and hand made items for sale. A full list of food 

vendors and attractions can be found on the Food Truck 

Festival website http:www.ksfoodtruckfest.com/. 

Street closures will begin at noon that day and will likely 

be down by midnight.   

Got a question? Any special parking circumstances? You 

can contact event organizers Jennifer and Elizabeth: 

Jennifer Letner, Cider Gallery Director 

Jennifer@cidergallery.com 

Elizabeth Keever, Just Food Director 

ekeever@justfoodks.org 

w w w . e a s t l a w r e n c e . c o m 
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Hike Through History 
items on the Lawrence Public Library calendar. 

Please join us, neighbors! 

A Hike Through History with Henry Fortunato 
THURS | Jun 16 |7-8:30 PM | Auditorium 

Get an advance peek at the Burroughs Creek Trail Hike 
Through History exhibit coming to the Lawrence Public 
Library in late June. 

Hike Through History On the 

Burroughs Creek Trail 
SAT | Jun 18 | 10 AM | Burroughs Creek Trail, meet at 
Hobbs Park 
You’ve experienced it sitting down, now it’s time to get 

moving! We’ll do an approximately 3.2 mile roundtrip walk 
along the Burroughs Creek Trail on a lovely summer morn-
ing and learn about the history that happened here. 

Many thanks go to the following people: 

KT Walsh, Shay Dugan, Chris Evans, Ellie Anderson-

Smith, Marissa O'Dell, Brittney Stephens, Brittney 

Beckham, Cole Bunker, Ryan Kelly, Hank Feldman, Gin-

ger Chance, Bert Haverkate-Ens, Diane Wang, Jenine 

Meston, Dan Ward, Katy Meston-Ward, Lexi Meston 

Ward, Joshua Davis, Ariana Rangel, Andy Lewis, Pam 

and Luke Roberts, Matt and Cash McCoy, Paige Hillebert, 

Barry, Cleo, and Abby Beckham, Norma Smyth, Janet 

Good, Aaron Paden, Oscar, and Arlo, Josh and Andre 

Davis, Faith Ross and Peter Purcell. Several of the names 

above were associated with the KU Center for Commu-

nity Outreach. The City of Lawrence Parks and Recrea-

tion Department made a special Saturday pickup to ensure 

the bags made it to the landfill. 

We are eternally grateful for everyone showing up and 

making the woods and riverfront a real showcase. It was a 

great way to spend Earth Day Saturday. Please consider 

spending some time enjoying the habitat and river in our 

neighborhood. It is one of our most valuable neighbor-

hood resources.  

Let's get together again in the fall! 

Sincerely, Mike Myers 

River Clean Up Thanks continued 
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East Lawrence Neighborhood Association 

PO Box 442393 

Lawrence Kansas 66044-2393 

Join ELNA for $1.00 

HELP YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD – GET A BIG BANG FOR A BUCK! 

Your $1.00 membership in ELNA and contact information help us represent East Lawrence in our 

city and county government and to meet the needs of our neighborhood. Please note, memberships 

are per individual, not per household. 

Support us. Let us support you. 

 $1.00 for in-neighborhood individuals $5.00 for out-of-neighborhood individuals       

 $10.00 for in-neighborhood non-profit entities $20.00 for in-neighborhood businesses 

$100.00 lifetime individual membership 

Date: __________________ Name: __________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________ E-mail: _______________________________________ 

□ We print the names of new and returning members in the bimonthly paper newsletter. Check 

here if it’s OK to print your name. 

□ We’re working on creating a block-by-block calling/check-in network of neighbors to contact 

in the event of an emergency. It’s a work in progress. Check here if you’d like to be contacted 

about being a BlockHead—a contact person for your block in the event of emergency or issue.  

□ Check here if you’d like to be added to our “Thursday ELNA News” weekly e-newsletter 

 email list. 

Send this form and your check payable to ELNA to: 

ELNA, PO Box 442393 Lawrence KS 66044 

Plus! Visit ELNA’s website for information on *new* tshirts and merchandise! 

Click the paypal button to donate securely there! 

ELNA Needs Your Help!  

Please Volunteer! 

Mark what ELNA events/skills you 

would like to volunteer for: 

__  Work Days 

__  YART (Yard/Art) Sale 

__  Block Party 

__  Adopt-A-Family 

__  Art 

__  Music 

__  Photography 

__  Gardening 

__  Grilling 

__  Fund Raising 

__  Historic Preservation 

__  Serving on the ELNA Board 

__  Website/Technical Management 

__  Baking/Cooking 

__  Other: __________________ 


